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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
An inter-agency assessment of Marsh Arab communities took place in Basrah and Missan 
governorates from June 12th to June 15th, 2003.  The mission to Thi’Qar governorate was 
canceled due to security considerations.  The objective of the assessment was to determine 
immediate humanitarian needs of these communities and to take note of medium- and long-
term issues.  While it is recognized that Marsh Arab communities are highly vulnerable in 
light of their special situation, assistance, whenever undertaken, needs to be inclusive of these 
and surrounding communities.  Finally, it is the responsibility of the concerned United 
Nations agencies and the humanitarian community to follow up on these recommendations to 
ensure an appropriate, timely response. 
 
Immediate Humanitarian Needs 
 

• Provision of clean drinking water with concurrent community health education;   
• Re-activation of optimum services of Primary Health Care Units; 
• A reassessment of spraying or other measures to combat malaria and 

Leishmaniasis; 
• Inclusion of non-registered families in the WFP/Ministry of Trade PDS system; 
• Purchase of crops through the Ministry of Trade; 
• Provision of appropriate agriculture inputs. 

 
Medium-Term Issues 
 

• Rehabilitation, re-supply and reactivation of schools. 
• Provision of technical assistance and materials for family unit shelter construction. 
• Employment training and opportunities for those living in/near urban areas. 
• Organized agriculture inputs such as seeds, water pumps, and machinery. 
• Rehabilitation of access roads which are deteriorating during each rainy season. 
• Resolution of land ownership issues related to displacement. 

 
Long-Term Issues 
 

• Re-flooding – Different perspectives on the issue of re-flooding were reported.  While 
differences were mainly on age group lines, there is no overall community consensus.  
It remains an extremely complex scientific and social issue. 

• Resettlement – Some communities were willing to be resettled in former settlements 
in order to have, or provided they have, full access to services. 

• Refugee return and reintegration – Many want to return but not until there are basic 
services.  Currently, basic services do not meet the needs of the local population. 

• Livelihood sustainability projects – Generally, the livelihood issues highlighted in this 
assessment are not necessarily limited to the Marsh Arab community.  Basic concerns 
are the same in rural communities throughout the Lower South. 
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Summarized Sectoral Recommendations:   
 
Sustainable Livelihoods and Resettlement - Continuous displacement led to the loss of 
livelihood patterns and a significant drop in living standards for the marsh dwellers and the 
host communities where some have integrated.  Accordingly, the establishment of basic 
services and the introduction of income-generating activities is vital for the recovery, and 
where required, the resettlement of the marsh dwellers.  
 
Agriculture and Rural Livelihoods – Increased soil and water salinity and chronic 
production difficulties exacerbated by a deteriorating agriculture infrastructure have 
combined to place a critical stress on short- and long-term sustainable rural livelihoods.  
There is an immediate need for provision of agricultural inputs to be further determined as 
well as continued support to longer-term solutions. 
 
Food Security - The Public Distribution System (PDS) is considered the main safety net for 
the majority of Marsh Arab populations. Approximately 10% of whom were reported not to 
have been included in the PDS. This was reported as a result of not fulfilling military service, 
uncertified marriages and being out of the country. Public campaigns to advise non-registered 
families to report to food agents for inclusion in the PDS have been initiated.  
 
Water Sanitation – Water quality and quantity to a lesser extent was noted to be the main 
problem.  Water tankering and re-establishment of the basic water infrastructure (water 
treatment chemicals and compact units) is an immediate priority. 
 
Health and Nutrition – Most groups reported none or limited access to health care services.  
Consequently, the immediate reactivation of the primary health care including immunization 
campaigns, maternal health and antenatal care services, vector control and distribution of 
supplies to communities is required.  The reactivation and expansion of existing screening, 
therapeutic and supplementary feeding established by UNICEF under the Targeted Nutrition 
Programme (TNP).  Providing the monthly requirements for malnourished children and 
pregnant and lactating women through the TNP is an urgent need. 
 
Education – A marked shortage was reported in both school structures and supplies.  
Establishing temporary classrooms (school tents) and conducting emergency repairs, 
rehabilitation and completing the construction as well as supplying all primary schools with 
basic education materials for children is critical for the normal functioning of schools. 
  
Shelter – Though housing conditions need to be improved, this should be integrated in a 
broader housing program at the governorate level. 
 
Returnees and Reintegration - At present, provision of basic services in the communities do 
not meet the immediate needs of the local population.  Hence, they cannot be extended to 
cover the needs of resettling IDPs and repatriating refugees. Restoration of basic services and 
facilities is essential prior to the integration of any refugees and IDPs. 
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2. BACKGROUND 
 
Population & Tribes 
 
With an estimated population of 200,000 – 300,000 persons the Marsh Arabs are divided into 
a large number of tribes and further sub-divided into clans (See Annex H). For the areas 
visited during this assessment, information on the tribe concentrations and an estimate of 
number of families was collected. The average family size was found to be 10 persons. It is 
worthy of note as the marsh dwellers live in extended family structures, a household often 
includes two to four families.   
 
The Destruction of the Mesopotamian Marshlands1 
 
Historically the Mesopotamian marshlands have constituted an integral part of south-west 
Asia’s largest river system, which is centered on the Tigris and the Euphrates. However, 
since the 1950’s the basin’s ecology has been fundamentally altered by the construction of 
dams and drainage schemes (including major projects in Turkey, where the Tigris rises), 
which have substantially reduced the water supply and eliminated the flood pulses that have 
historically sustained the wetland ecosystems in the lower basin. Following the end of the 
Iran-Iraq War, the diking and diversion of Euphrates waters into the canal originally intended 
solely for saline irrigation waters greatly accelerated the drying out of the Al Hammar 
marshes to the north-west of Al Basrah (see Annex F). A large swathe of the Central Marshes 
was drained to facilitate the movement of military units during the Iran-Iraq War and in 1992 
a major drainage project was initiated in this region. In parallel, the marshlands hold almost 
50% of the total proven oil reserves in Iraq.  According to UNEP both the Al Hammar and 
the Central Marshes no longer exist. By 1994, following the canalization of the two main 
Tigris tributaries replenishing the Al Hawizeh marshes, these were drying out quite rapidly – 
the same year the Iraqi government intensified its campaign against the Marsh Arabs and 
dissidents who had been taking refuge in the inaccessible marshlands. The above drainage 
projects and the coincidental impoundment of the Ataturk Dam (which reduced the flow of 
the Euphrates to an all-time low) caused extensive areas of the marshlands to disappear 
completely, to be replaced by bare land and salt crusts which are incapable of supporting 
traditional Marsh Arab society, the existence of which has, from time immemorial, been 
entirely dependent on the wetland ecosystem. In 1973 the marshlands covered an area of 
8,926 km2, extending to 20,000 km2 during seasonal inundation of land. By the year 2000 this 
had been reduced to just 1,297km2.  Although they are regarded as a semi-nomadic people, 
many Marsh Arabs had settled in villages located on the edges of the marshes or on artificial 
floating islands in the wetlands themselves. Their main income-generating activities were 
fisheries, livestock breeding, hunting and woven reed mats which were sold in markets 
throughout Iraq.  
 
Displacement of the Marsh Arabs 
 
During the Iran-Iraq war (1980-88) the marshes, particularly the Al Hawizeh Marshes (lying 
to the south-east of Al Amarah) became a front-line combat zone and many of the Marsh 
Arabs were forced to flee both the encroaching Iranian soldiers and the military operations of 
their own troops, which included the electrification of the marsh waters.  In 1991, in the 
                                                 
1 Information in this section was paraphrased from the UNEP Report 2001: The Mesopotamian Marshlands; The 
Demise of an Ecosystem.  Oil comment: Human Rights Watch, “The Iraqi Government Assault on the Marsh 
Arabs.”  January, 2003.  
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immediate aftermath of the Gulf War, some Marsh Arabs joined in an uprising by southern 
Shi’a against the Iraqi regime. This uprising was brutally suppressed, many Marsh Arabs, and 
other Shi’a who had taken refuge amongst them were killed and their villages destroyed.  As 
the marshlands began to dry out in the early 1990’s the Marsh Arabs began to flee in even 
greater numbers. During the 1990’s the government also instituted a policy of forced 
resettlement, moving many Shi’a from the southern marshlands to replace the Kurds, 
Turkomen and Assyrians who had been expelled from the major northern cities.  
 
Current Situation 
 
Whether the traditional marshland environment and society can ever be recreated is the 
subject of some debate. In the meantime, the most Marsh Arabs continue to endure the 
privations suffered by all vulnerable peoples within this desperately poor country. Today few 
Marsh Arabs (perhaps only 10,000) are living in their traditional marshlands, less than 10% 
of which can now sustain their traditional way of life. Estimates of the number of internally 
displaced Marsh Arabs range from 100,000 to 200,000 and up to 100,000 are believed to 
have left the country as refugees, of which 40,000 are currently in Iran and have been known 
to cross back and forth over the border.  
 
Following the 2003 conflict, which largely by-passed the marsh area, the Marsh Arabs have 
received a great deal of attention from the media and the international community.  This 
attention has rightly brought their plight to the world’s attention.  However, such focus if 
uncoordinated, can negatively impact communities by driving humanitarian actors into 
interventions that substitute good practice for visibility.   
 
An additional concern for the humanitarian assistance community is registration of Marsh 
Arabs.   Registration of the Marsh Arab community as IDPs and in general terms needs to be 
clarified among the concerned agencies.  General registration may create an artificial divide 
between communities and also raise expectations that will be difficult to meet.  It must also 
be recalled that the marshlands contain considerable oil reserves and there may be some 
political sensitivities regarding full land rights.  In this respect, a compensation mechanism 
and/or alternative settlement areas that offer returnees real options for a durable return may 
have to be considered.    
 
This report highlights immediate humanitarian needs as reported by Marsh Arab 
communities.  Whether these needs are unique to Marsh Arabs is doubtful.  More likely, 
depending on livelihood patterns, needs between vulnerable groups are similar.  That is a 
matter for continuing assessments with wider objectives.  Assessment teams have heard from 
Marsh Arab communities, Iraqi government administrators and the international humanitarian 
community.  The consistent message is that special assistance should not be focused on 
Marsh Arab communities.  The needs and aspirations of the communities assessed are shared 
by other communities.  As some of these communities have managed to integrate into the 
society, targeting the Marsh Arabs as an independent group will not be practically feasible 
nor is it in a humanitarian context recommended. Artificial divides in targeting will 
encourage hostilities between the Marsh Arabs, surrounding host communities and other 
sizeable vulnerable groups who in essence have similar needs.  
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3. OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSESSMENT 
 

1. Gain a better understanding of the current living conditions of the marsh 
communities; 

2. Identify needs of the most vulnerable communities; 
3. Provide estimates of the target populations; 
4. Identify the most urgent requirements in the following sectors: 

• Water and Sanitation 
• Primary health care 
• Education 
• Food supply 
• Agriculture and food security 
• Gender dynamics and HH income 
• Shelter 
• Socio-economic development 

5. Establish priorities and populations, targeting the most vulnerable (women, 
children, the elderly, etc.) 

6. Make recommendations on appropriate interventions 
7. To picture the foundation for a medium to long-term recovery strategy. 

 
 
4. METHODOLOGY 
 
Three multi-agency teams were identified to simultaneously cover Marsh Arab 
concentrations in Missan, Basrah and Thi’Qar governorates.  UN agencies involved included: 
UNHCR, UNOHCI, UNDP, UNICEF and UN Habitat.  IOM participated on both assessment 
teams.  FAO joined the Missan team for one day.  WFP undertook a concurrent but separate 
assessment.  Secondary sources including old assessments reports, reference books and 
articles on the topic were reviewed prior to field data collection.  Areas of assessment were 
determined based on known Marsh Arab concentrations and different perceived livelihood 
patterns, where random samples of communities within the concentrations were assessed. In 
Missan, ten communities in the sub-districts of Al Kala’a, Al Salem and Qualat Salih were 
chosen.  In Basrah six main concentrations in Qurna, Nahr El Izz, Nahr Salih, Al Dayr, 
Qarmat Ali, Mother of All Battles River and outlying areas of Basrah city were assessed.  
Thi’Qar governorate was not assessed due to security restrictions although a population of 
Marsh Arabs lives in and around Chebayish district.  Field data collection started on June 12th 
and was completed on June 15th. 
 
Upon entering each community, the team contacted the leader or sheikh to 1) inform him of 
the purpose of the trip 2) ask general questions concerning demographics, safety and security 
and 3) to gather information on the services provided to the community and resultant gaps.  
Teams utilized the “Rapid Assessment Form” (see Annex C) to cover general demographic 
and cross-sectoral information (see Annex D).  These meetings were often attended by several 
male community members and occasional an elderly female.  After this general meeting, 
teams then split into smaller focus groups to discuss specific, agency-related issues.  Focus 
groups consisted of six to eight people.  Discussions generally lasted from 30 to 45 minutes.  
When possible, one group was composed of female community members.  Information from 
the discussions was noted and compiled each evening by the full team.  Responses were 
discussed and recommendations were put forward concerning the next day’s activities. 
 



 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
UN Inter-Agency Assessment of Vulnerable Groups, Lower South – Part I: Marsh Arabs   - 7 - 

 
5. SECTOR FINDINGS 
 
5.1  Sustainable Livelihoods and Resettlement – UNDP and IOM 
 
Prior to the forced displacement of the Marsh Arabs in 1991, the main livelihood activities 
engaging populations were fishing, agriculture, livestock herding (especially water buffalo), 
hunting and handicraft making. Wheat, barley, rice and vegetables were grown for household 
consumption. The significance of the water based economic activity of the Marsh dwellers 
reaches far beyond their homeland, as it was the subsistence for over one million residents of 
the region2. Remnants of destroyed houses, schools and clinics in the original wetland 
settlements were noted, supporting the notion that services were much more accessible in the 
past.  
 
The forced displacement caused a severe drop in the living standard for the majority of the 
marsh populations. With the continuous population movement livelihood patterns shifted. 
Communities that are currently settled in proximity to the marshes, seasonal agriculture as 
well as some livestock rearing were adopted. Fishing for communities close to water bodies 
is also practised in a small scale. Most Marsh Arabs who have moved in closer to urban areas 
are engaged in a wide range of activities including casual labour in cities. Unemployment 
was sited as a major concern for most of the communities visited. Accordingly, income levels 
were drastically reduced, as was access to health, education, water and electricity.  
 
The situation of women across the Marsh population merits special mention. Most 
women/girls engage in running the households (which is normally extended family 
structures), house building, collection of water and working in the farmlands. Women noted 
that life was much harder for them now than in the marshes, and expressed a desperate need 
for access to clean water and health facilities. Literacy rates appear to have deteriorated as 
most of the women interviewed were not able to read or write.  
 
Absence of surfaced main, arterial and feeder roads was noted as a major hindrance to 
economic activities and access to services. Large areas were reported impassable during the 
wet season November to April due to the loosely compacted earth roads. The border with Iran 
where Marsh Arab concentrations are currently living is infested with land mines and UXOs. 
 
Tribal conflicts which are common between the tribes continue to occasionally flare due to 
blood feuds and other similar revenge based violence. 
  
Recommendations: 
• Support the establishment of basic services including water networks, electricity in 

current locations.   
• Revival of basic social services and support structures. 
• Improve access roads (main and feeder) leading to current population settlements to assist 

marketing of crops and access to services. 
• Develop income-generating activities, especially programs for women. 
• Initiate peace-building activities between the tribes. 
• Where required, resettlement of communities to areas with improved services access.  

                                                 
2 Peter Clarke & Sean Magee; AMAR 1996; The Iraqi Marshlands; a human and environmental study 
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5.2  Agriculture and Rural Livelihoods – FAO 
 
General observations from the one day visit to the Al Hawezieh marsh in the Al Salem 
district of Missian and previous visits to the Central Marsh confirm the agricultural 
imbalance and unsustainability of current livelihoods of the Marsh Arabs. Displaced farmers 
who once depended on buffalo meat and milk, fish, wildfowl, the sale of reed products and 
seasonal rice, are now part time arable farmers with most of the men out of work and 
dependant on food aid. The most interesting observation was the age difference view of the 
future with the older generation (40+) wishing to return the known life of the marshes and its 
stable food security compared with the younger people (17-30) who know a different life and 
wish to have improved services found outside of the marsh. 
 
In the assessment area the situation is difficult in many respects.  Crop production and 
income generation of farmers has suffered significant drawbacks. Salinity of the soil and poor 
quality of the irrigation water is the main problem affecting crop yields. It also affects 
drinking water for the population and their livestock.  As a result, milk yield and buffalo meat 
growth rates are reduced and further, taste and flavor are affected.  Finally, it reduces the 
amount of fodder and reed grazing for buffaloes and sheep. This water problem is worsened 
by the deterioration and deficient functioning of irrigation infrastructures and pumping 
stations and general fuel shortages.  Of the three main pumping stations visited, all are out of 
order.  The water availability problem is worsened by the increase in dam construction in the 
Tigris watershed which has reduced the overall water flow. 
 
Fields were also affected by frequent movement of the Iraqi Army in the region, UXO and 
weaponry left in the fields and connecting roads.  The region never had priority support from 
the previous regime and the embargo on agricultural and veterinary inputs worsened the 
situation. At present with the disruption of government services, the farmers main difficulties 
are: lack of support in agricultural inputs such as fertilizers and pesticide and a lack of 
veterinary support and vaccination. The farmers also mentioned the poor quality of seed for 
wheat and barley, and the lack of communication concerning the procurement of the 2003 
cereal production.  Further, farmers reported they made more income from the traditional 
marsh livelihood activities including: meat and milk production (buffaloes), wild birds 
hunting, rice cultivation on receding water and some wheat and sorghum cultivation. 
 
Recommendations:  
• Provision of  cereal and vegetable seeds via FAO/DFID programme through the Ministry 

of Agriculture; 
• Appointment of an irrigation specialist through FAO. 
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5.3  Food Security - WFP  
 
WFP Chronic Poverty assessment in the Centre and South of Iraq showed that over one-in-
five Center/South households were unable to meet their basic needs even after taking into 
account assistance provided through the PDS. 
 
The Center/South contains numerous areas with high chronic poverty rates. Two clusters of 
such districts are located towards the east of the country and border Iran. The first cluster lies 
east of Baghdad. A second cluster, located in the southeast corner of the country, includes all 
of Basrah governorate and most of southern Missan.  
 
Basrah governorate is particularly noteworthy in that all of its districts are classified as 
having either high, or very high chronic poverty rates. Districts with the highest rates are 
located towards the east and include  some of the Marsh Arab lands in Al Madiana and Al 
Qurnah in addition to  Shatt Al Arab, Abu Al Khasib, and Al Faw.  
 
Subsequently, rapid need assessment was conducted targeting vulnerable areas of Marsh 
Arab Lands/ villages in Thi-Qar, Basra, and Missan Governorates3  
 
It was evident that the Public Distribution System is considered the safety net for the majority 
of the Marsh Arab population. There also have been noted cases of families/individuals who 
are without ration cards. The common reason for that was lack of military service, non-formal 
marriage practice or being outside the country for an extended period of time. 
 
There is a high level of unemployment among the population. Farming and to a lesser extent 
fishing and raising animals are the main source income. Farming is mainly wheat and grain. 
With the declined market price of wheat (35-40,000) farmers were not able to compensate 
their initial costs.  Additionally, prices of livestock in the market have decreased 
tremendously post war while animal feed in increasing.   Marsh Arabs expressed their 
concern with respect to the spread of diseases amongst the livestock, i.e. black fever, and 
triple fever.   
 
Recommendations: 

• WFP/MOT must continue its effort to have a regular supply and distribution of 
monthly ration, 

• Continue the public campaign currently taking place ensuring that the non-registered 
beneficiaries due to lack of military service, and formal marriage are registered and 
early receipt of monthly food ration within the PDS. 

• WFP/MOT must address the transportation costs for the food agents avoiding 
imposing the extra charge to the citizens. 

• The local purchase of grain from the Marshland Arab farmers must be considered to 
compensate for incurred expenditures and revive the local economy as agriculture is 
one of the main sources of income in the area. 

• Assess the need for school feeding, 

                                                 
3 In Thi-Qar (Al-Mashroo/Al-Sajia, Al-Hammar/Al-Jazair, Al-Fahid/Hadj Khalid Villages.)  Basra (Shagamba,  
Gaabna,  Chaab, Sua’id Villages.)  Missan (Chagamba, Nagara, Al-Frajar, Nasir Allah, Salah Al-Isma, Abu 
Slaima, Al-Ishma, Al-Fartous Village.) 
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5.4  Water & Sanitation - UNICEF 
 
The first priority of the ten villages visited in Missan governorate is clean water. The team 
visited one water treatment plant in Al-Kahla’a which produces 4000 m3 which will provide 
approximately 20 liters for 20,000 persons (3000 families). The Iraqi standard is 80-100 liters 
at rural areas. At the other nine locations, there are no water facilities; the communities get 
water from the brackish bonds and rivers. In general sanitation and personal hygiene is very 
poor. 
 
Recommendations: 
• Rehabilitation of water treatment plants and repair of compact treatment units such as in 

Al-Kahla’a to ensure continuous water flow and increase quality. 
• Continue provision the water treatment chemicals to ensure quality such as aluminum 

sulphate for water purification and chemical gas/bleaching powder for water disinfection. 
• Provision of maintenance tools for the technicians/operators and on-the-job training  
• Repair of the generators in treatment plants and provision of spare parts.  
• For the remaining villages, initiation of water tankering distribution as a short-term 

measure and establishment of small water-treatment, reverse osmosis units. 
• Through NGOs and local health authorities, initiation of a hygiene promotion campaign 

and social mobilization using Primary Health Care Centers (PHCC) and Community 
Child Care Units (CCCU). 

 
5.5  Health & Nutrition - UNICEF 
 
Ten villages were visited and it was observed that only one village has a Primary Health Care 
Center (PHCC) and two villages have Community Child Care units (CCCUs) accommodated 
by schools. Marsh Arab communities voiced strong awareness of and concern for the health 
care of their women and children. In all places men and women are aware of the necessity of 
the prenatal care, immunization and health care. Some women and children from these 
communities already have an immunization card and prenatal care cards.  Despite the 
availability of the traditional birth attendants in these communities, the husbands prefer that 
their pregnant wives deliver in the health facilities. This indicates awareness and confidence 
regarding the services provided at the public health facilities. A dialogue was led with 
mothers of these communities showing that the first cause of death among children under 
five, mainly during their first year, is diarrheal diseases with dehydration and acute 
respiratory infections. The other prevalent diseases included: Tuberculosis, Leishmaniasis 
“Kala-Azar”, Malaria “vivax”, Brucellosis “Malta Fever,” Bilharzias and Typhoid fever. 
Furthermore as it is very well known that malnutrition has become a public health problem 
all over Iraq and since approximately 60% of the populations rely only on the PDS food 
basket, distribution of which is restarting but was interrupted during the conflict.  It is 
certainly affecting the nutritional status of pregnant women and children under the age of 
five. In this regard some evident cases of malnutrition were observed during the field visits. 
 
Recommendations: 
• Intensification of the Targeted Nutrition Programme with expansion of the CCCUs which 

have been playing a very important role in arresting this deteriorating trend, reducing 
child mortality and improving the child nutrition in Iraq. The community child care units 
will have also a role in community mobilization and communication for behavior change. 
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• Reduction in water born diseases by improving the water and sanitation system which 
will be one of the most important reasons for the improvement and stabilization in the 
nutritional status of U5 children. 

• Intensification of the Expanded Programme on Immunization (including both routine and 
nation-wide immunization campaigns to eliminate and control the transmission of the 
preventable diseases.) for an acceptable coverage rate.  

• Restoration, improvement and expansion of the primary health care system by 
strengthening health sector policy and planning to guide the rehabilitation, reconstruction 
and development of the physical infrastructure, human resources and preventive / curative 
health service provision.  

 
5.6  Education - UNICEF 
 
The assessment team visited ten villages and observed that only four of them have a primary 
school: one school with two classrooms only, one school newly built but the construction not 
completed and two schools with full primary classes. These Marsh Arab communities, 
although they are mostly uneducated, they are all concerned for the education of their 
children. 
 
Recommendations: 
• An education initiative should be designed for Marsh Arab population. 
• Construction of Four-room community schools in those villages that do not have one. For 

those that have one, rehabilitation and refurbishment should be made. 
• Education should be coupled with strong awareness raising program geared on 

importance of education, involvement of community groups in the planning and 
implementation of school activities, etc. 

• More women teachers should be trained and put in schools in order to attract and 
encourage girls to go and stay in schools.  

• Further investigation in to transportation assistance for teachers and students. 
 
5.7  Shelter – UN Habitat 

 
Before 1989, Marsh Arabs were living in simple and traditional settlements. Their houses 
were built mainly in mud and reeds. The settlement did not have access to clean water and 
only some of the settlements were connected to the electricity network. 
 
The settlements visited by the UN team consist of 70 to 350 houses and each house 
accommodates two to three families. If we assume that the average size of the family is   
eight persons, this means that 16 to 24 people share 90 square meters, which is the average 
surface of the house. This is a clear indication of overcrowding.   
 
Only 10% of the houses are constructed in brick. 90% of the houses are built in mud and 
reeds. The houses consist of two to three separated rooms and one kitchen. The toilet and 
bath are located in an uncovered area and there is no water or electrical installations. 
 
The visited settlements have no access to clean water and suffer from electricity shortage. 
Furthermore, they have no sewage system. The sewage is drained simply through open 
channels to the nearest stream or to the street.  Municipal services, such as solid waste 
collection are fully absent and access roads in general are not paved and in very bad 
conditions.  
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Recommendations: 
• The housing conditions of the Marsh Arabs are poor and need to be improved.  
• Given the huge need in the housing sector in Basrah, Missan and other governorates, we 

recommend that the problem of housing in the Marsh Arabs area should not be considered 
as a special case, rather as part of  a complete country-wide problem.  

• The local authorities should be supported to develop global solutions at governorate 
levels. 

 
5.8  Returnees and Reintegration - UNHCR 
 
At the beginning of 2002 a total of some 400,000 Iraqi refugees who are of concern to 
UNHCR were spread across 90 asylum countries around the world. However, more than 50% 
(204,000) are located in the Islamic Republic of Iran. It is estimated that 40-50.000 Iraqi 
refugees in Iran are Marsh Arabs who are expected to return to Iraq. Other countries Marsh 
Arabs fled to includes Saudi Arabia, Australia Europe nations. 
 
The repatriation and reintegration of Iraqi refugee population represents one of the major 
challenges facing the international community. However it is recognized that the 
sustainability of the returnees and their reintegration will depend on several factors, including 
conducive and safe conditions for dignified return for the refugees, attending to protection 
issues, provision of basic services, and that the ecological and environmental conditions are 
appropriate in the areas of return. 
 
Field visits confirmed that some Iraqi refugees from Iran, mostly men, have returned to 
Missan and Basrah provinces. By talking to a few of them it seemed that the objective of their 
temporary return was to assess the situation aiming to bring their families when deemed 
appropriate. They informed that they would prefer to be repatriated to their areas of return 
through an organized UNHCR repatriation plan rather than on individual basis. The local 
population in the settlements expect that the returnees would prefer to return to their areas of 
origin. However, it was also expressed that returnees with economical means might want to 
resettle in larger cities. 
 
Socio-economic and livelihood in potential areas of return are poor for both returnees and the 
existing community. The capacity of local institutions and communities is inadequate to meet 
the specific needs of their residents let alone those of returnees. Local populations questioned 
said they would welcome returnees and support them provided that basic services are put in 
place in the settlement locations.  To be noted that because of the tribal structure of the Marsh 
Arab communities, an influx of returning refugees could inadvertently exacerbate existing 
conflicts and tensions.  
 
Protection issues reported during the mission included: 1) incomplete documentation such as 
national IDs, marriage certificates, birth certificates, ration card etc. 2) property claims 3) 
legal assistance 4) need for basic reintegration assistance. It was also observed that vulnerable 
groups in the community that required further assistance include female-headed households, 
elderly, physical and mentally disabled.  It must be said that these protection concerns are 
similar to problems experienced by many Iraqis in the southern region. 
 
The current security situation in the area is still serious and politically unstable, the presence 
of a large number of mines and UXO (specially in the area adjacent to the Iranian border) 
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jeopardises the living conditions. Furthermore, the environmental and ecological changes due 
to the drainage policy in the Marshes will have some negative impact on both existing 
communities and any returning refugees. 
 
Recommendations: 
• Ensure voluntary return of Iraqi refugees through UNHCR standard procedures. 
• Ensure decision to return is well informed, particularly on conditions of security, shelter, 

health care, water, and food as well as the extent of international assistance available. 
• Identify individuals with special protection needs including women and children. 
• Establish an effective border monitoring system to evaluate development in the situation 

and assess conditions in areas of return to enable timely intervention. 
• Collaboration with other concerned UN agencies and partners in order to ensure basic 

service provision and sustainable reintegration.  
• Refugee programs should conform and be integrated into rehabilitation programs for the 

Marsh Arab communities. 
• Consulting with the concerned authorities to facilitate the safe return of refugees. 
• Establish needs for specific confidence building measures. 
• When necessary build the capacity of local authorities, institutions and professionals 

including training and material support. 
 
 
6. CONCLUSION 
 
The scope of this assessment: a four-day inter-agency assessment of humanitarian needs, did 
not allow for adequate investigation of medium and long-term issues.  Nevertheless, 
discussions on these concerns naturally took place in each community, findings are included 
below.  Results of these discussions indicate that while there are important immediate 
humanitarian needs, a longer-term approach that integrates sectors and communities is 
needed.  
 
Immediate Humanitarian Needs 
 
The priority, immediate humanitarian needs are as follows: 
 

• Provision of clean drinking water with concurrent community health education;   
• Re-activation of optimum services of Primary Health Care Units; 
• A reassessment of spraying or other measures to combat malaria and 

Leishmaniasis; 
• Inclusion of non-registered families in the WFP/Ministry of Trade PDS system; 
• Purchase of crops through the Ministry of Trade; 
• Provision of appropriate agriculture inputs. 

 
Medium-Term Issues 
 

• Rehabilitation, re-supply and reactivation of schools. 
• Provision of technical assistance and materials for family unit shelter construction. 
• Employment training and opportunities for those living in/near urban areas. 
• Organized agriculture inputs such as seeds, water pumps, and machinery. 
• Rehabilitation of access roads which are deteriorating during each rainy season. 
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• Resolution of land ownership issues related to displacement. 
 
Long-Term Issues 
 

• Re-flooding – Different perspectives on the issue of re-flooding were reported.  While 
differences were mainly on age group lines, there is no overall community consensus.  
It remains an extremely complex scientific and social issue. 

• Resettlement – Some communities were willing to be resettled in former settlements 
in order to have full access to services. 

• Refugee return and reintegration – Many want to return but not until there are basic 
services.  Currently, basic services do not meet the needs of the local population. 

• Livelihood sustainability projects – Generally, the livelihood issues highlighted in this 
assessment are not necessarily limited to the Marsh Arab community.  Basic concerns 
are the same in rural communities throughout the Lower South. 
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ANNEX A 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
Inter-agency Needs Assessments of vulnerable populations 

Four southern Governorates 
 
1. Rationale and objectives: 
 

Since the re-entry of the UN system to Iraq, the overall humanitarian picture has been stable, 
albeit critical in several sectors. The general situation in water provision, food supply and 
health care is particularly fragile in several areas. In the not too distant past and immediately 
prior to the war, WFP released a vulnerability assessment of Iraq. In addition, this year’s food 
and crop assessment missions are planned for the end of the month of June and preparations 
are underway in order to gather baseline information for the assessments. Several other 
agencies have collated information on vulnerability. Starting from the premise that substantial 
qualitative and quantitative information is readily available and in order to obtain updated 
and authoritative analysis of vulnerability, the UN system in Basrah agreed to organize a 
series of inter-agency and multi-sectoral needs assessments in southern Iraq (Thi-Qar, Missan 
and Basrah) over a period of two weeks. 

 
A mission led by IOM and composed of representatives from UNOHCI, UNHCR and WFP 
visited the marsh areas of Nahr Al-Iez, Missan province, on 26 May 2003. After this 
preliminary appraisal of part of the marshland, the necessity to carry out UN interagency, 
multi-sectoral needs assessments of the areas of largest concentration of the marsh people 
was agreed upon by the UN team in the lower south. 
 
The marsh communities are considered to be amongst the most vulnerable groups as a result 
of their forced displacement, out of their natural habitat, since the drying of the marshes over 
a decade ago by the former regime. During the above-mentioned mission, several areas of 
social services were identified as requiring urgent assistance; namely, water, health, basic 
education and food (some 30 per cent of the population are so far excluded from the public 
distribution system). IOM has started the process of registration of IDPs including in the 
marshlands. 
 

1. Gain a better understanding of the current living conditions of the marsh 
communities; 

2. Identify needs of the most vulnerable communities; 
3. Provide estimates of the target populations; 
4. Identify the most urgent requirements in the following sectors: 

• Water and Sanitation 
• Primary health care 
• Education 
• Food supply 
• Agriculture and food security 
• Gender dynamics and HH income 
• Shelter 
• Socio-economic development 

5. Establish priorities and populations, targeting the most vulnerable (women, 
children, the elderly, etc.) 
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6. Make recommendations on appropriate interventions 
7. To picture the foundation for a medium to long-term recovery strategy. 

 
2.  Locations to be assessed: 
 
Ahwar Al-Hawza in Thi-Qar: Hawr An-Nassiriyiah and suburbs of An Nasiriyiah. 
   
Basrah governorate: Hawr Al-Hammar, Basrah-Suk Al-Shiyiukh axis, Al-Hartha, An-
Nassir, Khor Alawi, Al-Garmat Jadima, Al-Darboun, Al-Mazhab, Shiteiban, Basrah-Al-
Qurna (Mohammed Jwad, Amama, Bab Aljaliya, Diar, Shaa’ban, Nashwa, Al-Sha’lli and 
Shinawa), Al-Qurna-Al-Azeer (Turaba, Khudur, Al-Hureba, Al-Ghoiab, Al-Salieb). 
 
Ahwar Al-Hawza in Missan:  Hawr Aj-Jabaiesh, Salam to A’deel axis and Wadiyia to the 
last village of the 37 village-stretch, Al-Azeer-Al-Amara (Al-Khuraib, Bin Malik, Ghalat 
Salih, Al Majar Al-Kabeer). 
 
3. Participating agencies: 
 
UNOHCI, UNICEF, UNHCR, Habitat, UNDP, UNSECOORD, IOM and NGO 
implementing partners. 
 
4. Methodology: 
 
Three assessment teams, one-each per governorate, will travel simultaneously to the locations 
mentioned above over a period of 4-5 days. The week following the assessments will be 
devoted to report writing and compilation of the overall assessment report. At least one 
female Arabic speaker will be included in each team. The assessments are due to start on 
Thursday 12 June 2003. 
 
It is agreed that information from WHO, UNICEF and WFP assessment missions as well as 
information gathered at the PHC level and from sectoral partners will be shared with the 
assessment team for incorporation in the final report. 
 

 
UNOHCI Lower South, 

11 June 2003. 
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ANNEX B 
 

Assessment Participants 
 
 
Contributing United Nations Agencies: 

 
UNDP 
UN Habitat 
UNHCR 
UNICEF 
UNOHCI 
FAO 
WFP 

 
Missan Governorate 
 

Chris Hyslop UNOHCI 
Ahmed Kamal UN Habitat 
Fathia Abdalla UNHCR 
Neil Livingstone IOM 
Khalid Rajab IOM 
Azzedine Zeroual UNICEF 
Owen O’Sullivan WFP Security 

 
Basrah Governorate 
 

Ola Almgren UNOHCI 
Rania Dagash IOM 
Umer Daudzai  UNDP 
Mazin Salah  UNDP 
Ellen Hakim  UNHCR 
Ravi Solanki  UNHCR Security 
Sinan Shakir  UN Habitat 

 
Thanks to the following organizations for assistance and information: 
 

United Nations Environmental Programme 
AMAR International Charitable Foundation 
International Medical Corps 
People in Need Foundation 
Medecins sans Frontieres 
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Summary findings from Rapid Assessment Process (RAP) Marsh Region Iraq

Basrah  (n = 7)
Average Current Population Per 
Village 5566

Missan  (n = 10)
Average Current Population Per 
Village 2853

Evidence of sewage in streets?
Human Waste 
presence?

Is garbage piling up 
in streets?

Smell of 
waste?

Basrah (n = 7)
Yes 5 4 1 Weak 5
No 0 1 4 Strong 0
Unknown 2 2 2 Unknown 2

Evidence of sewage in streets?
Human Waste 
presence?

Is garbage piling up 
in streets?

Smell of 
waste?

Missan (n = 10)
Yes 4 4 2 Weak 4
No 6 6 8 Strong 1
Unknown 0 0 0 Unknown 5

Governorate Estimated Dwellings per village.
Basrah (n = 4)

Average 237.5
Minimum 100
Maximum 350

Missan (n = 8)
Avg 251.875
Minimum 15
Maximum 600

Governorates
Both Basrah & Missan (n = 17)

In Basra 42% of respondents had 100%of their water tanked.
Anouther 42 % of respondents derived between 100%-50% of their water from unprotected springs and rivers

In Missan 70% of respondents derived 100% of their water from unprotected spings and rivers.
Anouther 20% derived 100% of their water from a piped water source.

Governorate Principal Economic Base
Both Basrah & Missan (n = 17) 41% in Agriculture

28% in Livestock
13% in Fisheries
18% Other

Governorate
Both Basrah & Missan (n = 17) Only one village stated they had access to a market on a daily Basis

Governorate
Both Basrah & Missan (n = 17) 82% rated the overall food situation as Inadequate

Governorate
Suspected contaminated areas with 
landmines or UXO's?

Estimated persons 
injured by landmine 
or UXO since 
01/01/2003

Estimated persons 
injured by landmine 
or UXO since 
01/01/2003

Both Basrah & Missan (n = 17) 76% responed no conamination 8 14
11% responded Yes to 
contamination

Economy

Market

Food Situation

Safety and security

Population

Sanitation

Shelter

Access to Safe water

ANNEX C 
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Inter Agency Vulnerable Groups Assessment
Marsh Arabs - June 2003
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B1 Nahr El Izz

B2 Nahr El Izz Al Ga'abna

B3 Nahan Salih

B4 Al Shenana
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ANNEX D 
Map of Communities Visited 
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ANNEX E 
 

Map of Marsh Areas 
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ANNEX F 
 

Security Review - Missan 
 
• While the overall security situation was good during our trip, and the mission was well 

received everywhere, it is however impossible to assess whether this was due to the 
presence of our escort. Nevertheless, the mission was never in circumstances which might 
have given cause for concern. 

• There was nothing to support prior reports that some villages we planned to visit might be 
hostile. 

• Villagers told us that they felt relieved that the former regime was gone. It appears that 
Saddam Huessin was their sole enemy. There was no suggestion of inter-village rivalry 
which would impact locally on their security. 

• There was no visible evidence to suggest that the villages had weapons although it must 
be assumed that they had. 

• Some communities are situated either close to what was a conflict zone along the 
Iran/Iraq border, or close to recently abandoned military installations.  Either way, these 
areas can be in the main contaminated by UXO/Mines. Evidence of this was brought 
home to us where in one village we met a young man who had recently been blinded in a 
mine accident, the same incident had killed 6 of his fellow villagers. 

• We were not looking for UXO/Mines, but it was impossible for us to miss a large cache 
of discarded ammunition and a scattering of mines at on location while traveling along 
what we were told was a military supply road built during the Iraq/Iran war. It appeared 
to have been an Iraqi military position which had been recently hastily abandoned. Next 
to the roadway we saw more than 100 mortar rounds, some had the fuses taken out, all 
appeared to be in an unstable condition. We also saw some scattered A/P mines. There 
were many helmets and items of uniforms discarded. The road was clear, but the 
proximity of the UXO/Mines to the road, makes it advisable to avoid this road until the 
contamination is cleared. All of this was close to the village where we met the recently 
blinded young man. 

• There is a need to educate the local communities on the inherent dangers associated with 
UXO/Mines.  

• The mission’s escort was supplied by the acting Governor of Missan Governorate, who is 
also the leader of a prominent Islamic political party in the area. It was sure that his 
profile profited from the mission, and particularly so if there are tangible results seen. If 
tangible results are not forthcoming, will his support for further missions remain the 
same? 

• It is reported that in those Marsh communities who have already received many visits 
from the international community, that in some cases, the good-will factor is beginning to 
evaporate. Further missions to these areas could be compromised for security reasons if 
this attitude were to turn hostile. 

• Roads in the region are in the main hard-surfaced and generally very good. Those that are 
not, are much traveled. However, if there was a change in the local security situation, un-
surfaced roads could well become problematic. 

• Finally, most of the above observations could well describe conditions throughout many 
parts of a country which has just endured a war. But allied with other factors unique to the 
Marsh community, the security concerns add to the plight of this already vulnerable 
group.  
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ANNEX G 
 

Basrah Tribes/clans Overview 
 
Location 1 & 2: Nahr El Izz 
No. Tribe/Clan Shiekh Name Origin No. Families 
1 Al Batat Sayyed Falih Ahmed Al Hammar 18 
2 Al Gazaiery Sayyed Ali Jabar Al Hammar 12 
3 Al Awaji Abbas Hatab Al Hammar 60 
4 Biet Saeed Hashim Hassan Al Hammar 90 
5 Al Sawaied Al Batran Eiddan Rouhayman Al Hammar 24 
6 Al Kaainin Ghadban Miftin Al Hammar 30 
7 Al Chabieen Zaki Muhssien Gassim Al Hammar 36 
8 Muahayat Rumeyih Suwayid Al Hammar 24 
9 Al Kaa’abna Obied Smari Al Hammar 60 
10 Al Shaghamba Hatim Rida Al Hammar 120 
11 Biet Oufi Mardan Maddi Al Hammar 60 
12 Biet Fraiji  Al Hammar 30 
13 Biet Ghuwaymy Ghanim Adim Al Hammar 60 
14 Al Bushbiet Saddam Abd El Sahib Al Hammar 54 
15 Al Hadahda Jabar Bin Khtaiya Al Hammar 18 
     
 Sub-total    696 

Location 3: Nahr Salih 
No. Tribe/Clan Shiekh Name Origin No. Families 
17 Oubada  Muglad Jabar Malash Bariz 400 
18 Abu Hassan  Bariz 75 
19 Al Habidier  Bariz 200 
20 Abu Salim  Bariz 100 
21 Al Bakhatra  Bariz 100 
 Sub- total    875 

Location 4: Al Sheneina 
No. Tribe/Clan Shiekh Name Origin No. Families 
22 Al Nawafil Has Mout Al Majnoon 

AlSuwaib/Silk/ Atia 50 
23 Al Awagi  Al Majnoon 10 
24 Al Wafi Haj Hiwaiter Al Majnoon 15 
25 Al Mayah Hamid Salih Al Majnoon 200 
26 Al Lijia  Al Majnoon 15 
 Sub- total    290 

Location 5: Al Naser – near Al Dair 
No. Tribe/Clan Shiekh Name Origin No. Families 
 Al Batat Sabah Latif Al Batat  

& Aziz Latif Al Batat 
Edges of Al Hammar 
Artawi/Rumeila/Abu Gerih 40 

27 Al Shaganba  Artawi/Rumeila/Abu Gerih 600 
 Sub- total    640 

Location 6: Um Ineij 
No. Tribe/Clan Shiekh Name Origin No. Families 
28 Bani Asad,Alo Neis Shinawa Minwar Cheybaish Chirbasi 

ElObied/Abu Haswa 50 
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 Sub- total    50 
Location 7: Qarnat Ali 
No. Tribe/Clan Shiekh Name Origin No. Families 
29 Bakhatra Nasser Ramadan Houmaili Al Hammar 

Mudaina/Abu Salabikh  
30 Suwaied Khalid Hassan Khanjar   
31 Bughanam Jassim Khamis   
32 Bu Bkhiet Dawi Suhiel   
33 Fartus Arbil Rusal   
34 Al Halaf Haj Fadil   
 Al Batat Karim & Hamid Al Batat   
 Sub- total    500 
 Grand 

Total 
  

30,500 
 
Total number of persons is 30,500 
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Date of visit:
(dd/mm/yyyy)

Date completed
(dd/mm/yyyy)

Surveyor's Name:

Village Name:

City Administrator:

Water/Sewer:

Public Works:

Health:

Education:

Police:

Contact details for key departments (names/addresses):
Is the city administration
still functioning?

YES NO

P-Code:

District: Govenorate:

Latitude: Determined Using:

Longtitude:

Other Coordinates:

Type:

GPS

Map If so, map name and source:

Permanent Seasonal/Nomadic

Area Site

Camp The place is new since 01/01/2003Settlement Type:

Organization:

RAPID ASSESSMENT FORM  (Section 1)

RURAL
LOCATION

Town Name: P-Code:

District: Govenorate:

Latitude:

Latitude: Longitude:

Latitude: Longitude:

Latitude: Longitude:

Latitude: Longitude:

Latitude: Longitude:

Latitude: Longitude:

Determined Using:

Longtitude:

GPS

Map If so, map name:

URBAN  LOCATION

INFRASTRUCTURE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT GUIDE - RURAL / URBAN

NOTES

CITY ADMINISTRATION / LOCAL LEADERSHIP

Position, Name, Address:LOCAL LEADERSHIP

A B C D

1.1

1.4

1.2 1.3

2.1

2.9

2.2

2.3 2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.7

a

a b

b

a

b

3.1 a b

a b

c d

2.1 2.2

2.3 2.4

2.5

2.6

a1 b1 c1

a2 b2 c2

a3 b3 c3

a4 b4 c4

a5 b5 c5

a6 b6 c6

2.7

2.8

*GPS data is subject to the device setting. The UN Geographic Information Working Group recommends collecting latitude and longitude in decimal degree, WGS84 datum. Any different setting should be reported in the form to allow conver

** CHOOSE EITHER RURAL OR URBAN:

Is this an Area or a Site?

*GPS data is subject to the device setting. The UN Geographic Information Working Group recommends collecting latitude and longitude in decimal degree, WGS84 datum. Any different setting should be reported in the form to allow conver

Cities/towns are normally subdivided into distinct sections.  If Subdivided, what are these sections called:

List the section names below: Please provide coordinates to the physical center of the section:
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Date of visit:
(dd/mm/yyyy)

Date completed
(dd/mm/yyyy)

Surveyor's Name:

Town / Village Name:

Type: C
=CLINIC

     
D=DISPENSARY H=HOSPITAL

Ownership

     
A=PUBLIC B=PRIVATE

Current O
perating Status

     
F=FULL P=PARTIAL C=CLOSED

Current N
umber of D

octors

Current N
umber of N

urses

Average Number of

     
 Patients per m

onth

Access to Essential Drugs

     
 YES or N

O

Suspected Mines / U
XO

     
 YES or N

O

Damage Class

     
 1 - 4

Community Child Care Unit (CCCU)

Nutrition Rehabilitation Center (NRC)

Primary Health Care Center  w / ORT

Number Open Number Closed

Class 1
(minor)

OR

Estimated Damaged
DUs ( in %)

Estimated Number
of Damaged DUs

All Buildings:
Predominate Building Material

Type %

Class 2
(moderate)

Class 3
(severe)
Class 4

(destroyed)

Estimate Damage Using Infrastructure
Damage Assessment Guide ( from Section 1)

* dwelling unit refers to space normally occupied by a single family
as a stand-alone residence or apartment in multi-unit structures.

HPB / Th. Milk
Available  YES or NO

Number Trained Staff/
Volunteers Available

Number of Weighing
Scales Available

Name of Facility

Current Percentage
of Household Using

01/01/03 percentage
of Household Using

Perceived Quantity
Adequate / Inadequate

Perceived Quality
Good / Bad

Hours per day

Available Resources

Private Wells:

Public Wells:
Piped Systems:

Supplied by Water Tanker / Truck:

Open / Broken Pipe:
Unprotected Springs / Rivers:

Other:  _____________________

Total Number of other trained health workers (i.e. CHW, TBA) If No services, give location people go for health care:

P-Code:

Section Name (for URBAN areas):

District:

Estimated Total Number of Dwelling Units* (DU):

Governorate:

If number of displaced persons is unknown, enter
the rough percentage of the total population.

If population increased:
Why:

From where:

If population decreased:
Why:

To where:

Estimated
Population

Current:

01/01/2003:

Estimated IDPs
at this location

Optional population data:
Estimated number of Female Headed Households:

Estimated number of children under age 5:

Estimated number of children without caregivers:

Use this form for indivdual villages or urban sections/subdivisions (Depending on selection from Section 1)

Organization:

RAPID ASSESSMENT FORM  (Section 2)

POPULATION

SANITATION

SAFE  WATER

NUTRITION

HEALTH

YES NO

YES NO

STRONG WEAK

YES NO

SHELTER

1.1 1.2 1.3
2.2 2.3

2.3a

aa b

a b

4.6 4.7

b

a

b

2.4

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

6.1

6.2

a1

b1

c1

d1

a2

b2

c2

d2

6.3

a

b

c

d

e

a

b

c

d

e

6.4

2.5

8.2

a1

8.1

7.1
7.2
7.3
7.4
7.5
7.6

7.7

9.1

9.2
9.3

a

a b c d
a b c d
a b c d
a b c d
a b c d
a b c d
a b c d

e

a
a

b

b
b

c

c
c

d

d
d

e

e
e

b1 c1 d1 e1 f1 g1 h1 j1 k1

a2 b2 c2 d2 e2 f2 g2 h2 j2 k2

a3 b3 c3 d3 e3 f3 g3 h3 j3 k3

a4 b4 c4 d4 e4 f4 g4 h4 j4 k4
8.3

5.1 a b

5.2

5.3

5.4

a b

a b

a b

Evidence of sewage in the streets?

Evidence of human waste?

If YES, rate the smell:

Evidence of garbage piling
up in the street?

Safe water is defined by a piped water supply from a
protected or a  treated source or a closed well with a
hand pump, or a piped system with stand posts from a
protected spring.
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Number Functioning
Number Damaged
Number Destroyed

Children's Residential
     Facility / Orphanage Market Bakery Government Office Primary School Secondary School Other

Organization: * Sector:

Organization: * Sector:

Organization: * Sector:

Organization: * Sector:

ECONOMY

LOCAL SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Universit
y/Tech Inst

Water T
reatment

     
  P

lant
Compact W

ater

     
  U

nits
Sewage Treatment

     
  P

lant
Water S

torage

     
  Tanks

Grain Silo

Fuel Storage Tanks

Electric
al Station

Elec. Transm
ission

     
  Lines / P

ylons

Other

No assistance being provided

* For sector, choose from the following: Food, Health, Wat / San, Refugees, IDPs, Nutrition, Education, Child Protection, Fuel, Mine Act

Compiled by the OCHA / FIS   21/03/2003    Version 7

Principle Economic Base

Market Available:

Rate the Overall Food Situation:

Food Type Available
in the Market

Is the Food Ration Distribution
System still Functioning?

# Functioning
# Damaged

# Destroyed
Mines / UXO Likely

MAJOR SOCIAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

CURRENT ASSISTANCE

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Date of visit:
(dd/mm/yyyy)

Date completed
(dd/mm/yyyy)

When? (dd/mm/yyyy)

Date of last Distribution  (dd/mm/yyyy)

When will this ration run out?  (dd/mm/yyyy)

Surveyor's Name:

Town / Village Name: P-Code:

Section Name (for URBAN areas):

District: Governorate:

Organization:

RAPID ASSESSMENT FORM  (Section 3)

NO YESNO

NO contaminated areas Estimated number of persons INJURED
by Landmines / UXO since 01/01/2003

Estimated number of persons KILLED
by Landmines / UXO since 01/01/2003

Do not attempt to enter or verify suspected landmine / UXO
contaminated areas.  This data will be referred to Mine Actio
Authorities for investigation.

YES

NO YES

NO YES

NO YES

NO YES

NO YES

NO YES

NO YES

NO YES

NO YES

11.1
11.2

11.4
11.3

14.2 a1 b1

a2 b2

a3 b3

a4 b4

12.1

14.1

1.1 1.2 1.3

2.2 2.3

2.3a
2.4 2.5

13.1 13.2
13.5

a ba

13.12 a
b
e
h
l

a
c
e
g

b 12.2

12.3

12.4
12.5

12.11

d
f
h

a
b

a
b

d

e

c
d

a
b

a b
c

c c

a
b

c
f
j

m

d
g
k
n

o

b

10.4

10.1
10.2
10.3

a b

13.3 13.4a b

12.6 a b

12.8 a b

12.9 12.10a b

12.7 a b

13.6 13.7a b

13.8 13.9a b

13.10 13.11

13.15

1313

13.14

a b

a b c d e f g

a b c d e f g h j k

a b c d e f g h j k

a b c d e f g h j k

a b c d e f g h j k

a b c d e f g

a b c d e f g

10.5

Was this location bombed / attacked by artillery / missiles / rockets?

Suspected Landmine / UXO Contamination (check all that apply):

Irrigation Structures Health Facility Road

Residential Areas Safe Water Access Bridge / Culvert

Cropland / Orchards Industrial Sites Market

Pasture

Agriculture

Livestock

Fisheries

Industries

Petroleum YES

NO
Services

Government

Commerce

Proteins

Starches

NO

YES

Oil / Fats

Fruit / Vegetables

Daily

Weekly

Adequate Inadequate

Very Inadequate

Other: Other:

Where people go to purchase food:
Village:

P-code:

Cultural Site School

Other

Report of recent fighting?

Petrol / gasoline available?

Cooking / Heating available?

Electricity available? Hours available?

Diesel / Mazot available?

If YES, who?

Reports of Criminal Activity or Human Rights Violations? If YES, describe generally:

Is Law and Order maintained here? If YES, who provides this service?

Evidence of Hazardous Material contamination? If YES, describe generally:

If OTHER, describe generally:

Were the military / security forces based here?

Local Warehouse / Storage Facility available? Approximate Size (cubic meters):
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